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Isabel Molema (Is-ah-bell) 
Origin country: The Netherlands
 Back in the Netherlands, 
Isabel is busy with field hockey, but 
has taken a break while she attends 
Williamston High School to experience a 
different culture. She joined cheerleading 
and was pleasantly surprised by the 
environment at football games. 

Aitana Molina Broncano (I-tahn-ah)
Origin country: Spain
 As a sixteen year old, Aitana 
misses her family in Spain, but she’s 
excited to be at WHS. Aitana enjoys art, 
painting, working out, shopping, and 
playing volleyball. In the future Aitana 
wants to work for a fashion magazine.

Kidakarn Palakarn (Keeda)
Origin country: Thailand 
 Kida has noticed how closely 
people know each other in this smaller 
community, compared to Bangkok, 
Thailand. She’s interested in political 
science and may go to college in the 
U.S. After not participating in sports in 
Thailand, Kida ran cross country this 
year. At first it was challenging, but now 
she doesn’t want the season to end.

Evelyn Reimer (Ehv-eh-lyn)
Origin country: Germany
 Being only 15, Evelyn has 
come from Germany to gain more 
independence and already seems to have 
her priorities straight. She feels like she’s 
adapting pretty well to the change besides 
the different class schedules. 

Herbert Jr. Roca (Her-burt)
Origin country: Spain
 Herbert is 15, plays soccer, 
and enjoys robotics. In Robotics Herbert 
has just built a small mechanical car! 
One of his goals while being here is to 
improve his English, and he seems to be 
doing great. One thing he noticed is that 
US soccer is different than in Germany. 
It’s more speed focused, and the practices 
occur more often.

Luca Rueter (Loo-cah)
Origin country: Germany
 Luca is very active 
participating in swimming, dancing, 
cello, piano, and leading a youth group 
for her church in Germany. She hopes to 
“find other characteristic traits” of herself 
on this exchange. In the future, she plans 
on being a translator for English, French 
and German, or a teacher in math and 
English.

Taneli Ruusunen (Tahn-el-ee)
Origin country: Finland
 As a 17 year old coming from 
Finland, his original plan was to go to 
college in the US but has since decided 
to attend the free University offered back 
in Finland. He noticed that the two main 
differences are the class schedules and 
the food. He misses Finnish coffee the 
most.Taneli plays soccer and hockey.

Aanchaljot Sran (Ahn-schol-jot)
Origin country: India

Aancholjot is happy to be 
representing her country as the first 
Indian student in the exchange program. 
She typicallyintervenes when another 
student says something about India 
“learned” through false media and 
movies. Aanchaljot plans to go into the 
medical field and work in the US.

Exchange Students Take On WHS!

Sophomore Flag Spinner Tackles Leadership Opportunity
By Lia Bommarito
Front Page Editor

“I’m proud that I’ve 
toed the line between leader and 
friend.”

While most band 
students play instruments, 
Colorguard is the only purely 
visual section. Colorguard 
members use flag spins and 
patterns. Additionally, many 
band kids have played their 
instruments since sixth grade, 
while Colorguard members learn 
technique in their freshman year. 

For this reason, it’s all 
the more surprising that Emily 
Flint (’20) was chosen as section 
leader for the Colorguard section. 
Last year, she was a freshman 
(only working with flags for one 
year), and she wasn’t able to 
attend her freshman year band 
camp. Flint remembers feeling 
“flustered, and that everyone was 
looking at me like I didn’t know 
what I was doing... Because I 
didn’t know what I was doing!”

Flint recalls that last year 
the make-up of the section was 
three senior girls, one sophomore, 

and two freshman. 
However, everyone except 
for Flint either graduated 
or quit. This year, the 
make-up of the section is 
four freshman girls, and 
Flint being the oldest as a 
sophomore. Flint is 15 years 
old. 

This year, Flint 
has had to work to both 
improve her own skills as 
a sophomore Colorguard 
member, as well as teach 
skills and fundamentals to 
the four freshman girls: Izzy 
Szymecko (’21), Tara Morse 
(’21), Zoe Turner (’21), and 
Jessica Pollok (‘21). Flint 
explains that “Colorguard 
meets twice a week since the 
first week of summer, all summer 
long. We practice so much 
because the girls had to learn a 
new instrument. They came in 
with no experience with a flag at 
all.”
 Striving to prove that 
Colorguard shouldn’t be an 

“afterthought,” Flint feels many 
band members underestimate the 
skills of the section. “Sometimes 
Colorguard is disregarded or 
thought of as less than. So not 
only was I filling in the absence 
of [senior] leadership, but I was 
also trying to give Colorguard an 
important spot in the band.”

Undoubtedly, being 
section leader as a sophomore 
has been a challenge, but through 
the rough spots, Emily feels that 
being it’s worth it: “My favorite 
part is the connection that it has 
given me with other people in the 
band. I feel like I’m now a part of 
the band family.” 

Colorguard members pose. From left to right: Jessica Pollok (‘21), Izzy Szymecko (‘21), 
Emily Flint (‘20), Zoe Turner (‘21), Tara Morse (‘21). Photo courtesy of Lisa Syzmecko.

Homecoming Royalty of WHS
Here comes the 
Queen! On Octo-
ber 3rd, the senior 
Homecoming 
representatives 
- Haley Nichols 
(‘18), Nathan Scott 
(‘18), Isabelle Herb 
(‘18), Jack Bell-
inger (‘18), Alexis 
Russell (‘18), and 
Drew Bowen (‘18) 
- entered the foot-
ball field to freezing 
temperatures and 
chilly rain. Despite 
the dismal weather, 
smiles shone on 
the representatives’ 
faces as they grace-
fully crossed the 
field. Bellinger was 
crowned as King, 
and Nichols was 
crowned as Queen. 
Congratulations to 
all representatives! 

Homecoming Queen and King crowned for 2017! Jack Bell-
inger (left), Haley Nichols (right).

Weaver Fever: Oliver’s Tennis Journey

 “Well this year wasn’t 
necessarily a bad year; I thought I 
was playing pretty well for the most 
part. But when it came to the state 
tournament and regionals, my shoulder 
flared up and it was tough to even serve 
a ball. 
 “I just got through to where 
I was in the states. I was kind of 
surprised that I even made it that far, to 
be honest… I didn’t think I was gonna 
be able to do that. I won leagues pretty 
easily. Regionals I won pretty easily. 
But States…. States is on a different 
level. So once you get there, it’s a lot 
tougher. I made it to the semifinals, but 
just didn’t have anything left in the tank 
to compete at that level with what I had 
with my shoulder. 

IT HAPPENED LAST SUMMER
 “Last summer when I 
was working out for my USTA 
tournaments… I was working out in 
the gym and felt a sharp pain in my 
shoulder. We stopped for that day, but 
it kept going. I took some time off 
before school started in August. At 
the beginning of the season, I didn’t 
feel much pain, but I could feel it 
getting tighter. Eventually I went to a 
chiropractor and they told me what to 

do and it helped for a while, 
but then it came back in the 
middle of the high school 
season and then it kind of 
amped up. I wish I could have 
done more, but it is what it is. 
 “Going into states 
I tried not to put too much 
pressure on myself, since I 
knew I couldn’t do everything 
that I normally could.  I had 
won it last year, so I was just 
gonna go out there and play. I 
had told a couple of my friends 
that I was having shoulder 
pain. Anyone watching that 
match knew that there must 
have been something wrong, 
because I wasn’t playing very 
well at all. It took a lot off 
my serve, it took a lot off my ground 
strokes. I struggled to just get my serves 
over the net… things like that. The pain 
was the worst on my serve. 
 “After the season ended, 
I saw Dr. Kovan, and he didn’t 
specifically diagnose it, but he thinks it 
might be a torn labrum.  He wants me 
to do a couple weeks of therapy and 
then come back and see how it is. If 
it’s not where it should be, we’ll decide 
where to go from there.

THE FUTURE
 “I don’t specifically know 
where I’m going yet. I want to go to 
either MSU or UConn... these are two 
schools I really want to go to. They 
haven’t offered me any scholarship 
yet. I’m going to UConn in November, 
and Michigan State, I could potentially 
walk on there. The thing with tennis is 
they only offer 4 and a half scholarships 
that they have to spread the money out 
for the whole 

team. I think there’s only one guy on 
the whole team that has a full-ride 
scholarship. There are 10 players on the 
MSU team. They have three seniors 
who are graduating... Eventually I 
want to go into sports marketing or 
management. Hopefully do something 
like that... maybe become a sports 
agent. I’ve been playing tennis since 
I was three years old, so I definitely 
would like to play in college. 
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By Robert Duffey
Journalism Advisor

Three days ago, the 
Williamston School Board 
voted to approve a controversial 
policy that had been stirring 
up debate since September. 
Aimed at supporting gender-non 
conforming students, this proposal 
was intended as an addition to 
the non-discrimination policy in 
place for all students attending 
Williamston Community Schools. 
According to the Williamston 
School Board, they’ve worked 
since summer 2016 to foster a 
safer environment for LGBT 
students, 
but many 
community 
members 
felt that the 
proposed policy 
was being 
rushed through 
in an attempt to 
quietly approve 
it.

In the originally drafted 
policy, there is a section dedicated 
to addressing the “bathroom 
situation” which originally 
stated that “with respect to all 
bathrooms, locker rooms or 
changing facilities, students 
shall have access to facilities 
that correspond to their gender 
identity.” 

In light of the divisive 
nature of the topic, the policy 
has been shortened to advocate 
for support services and only 
briefly touches upon the subject 

of bathrooms. The current 
policy “directs administration 
to assess ways to increase 
privacy for all students in 
existing facilities.” 

In order to reach 
a compromise, the school 
board also removed a section 
stating that parents were not 
required to know about their 
child’s decision to express a 
differing identity. Although 
these alterations were made 
to appease the opposition, 
both sides seemed to express 

that they 
would only 
be satisfied with 
an all-or-nothing 
victory.

In the 
time before the 
first meeting, 
events were 
held to rally 
support on both 

sides. At Saint Mary’s Church, 
representatives of the Christian-
Conservative Great Lakes 
Justice Center met to discuss 
their problems with the proposal. 
Several days prior, a meeting 
for the proposal’s supporters 
was held in the home of Nicole 
Ellefson, director for the Kehillat 
Israel Reconstructionist Jewish 
Congregation and parent of a 
transgender Williamston alumnus.
 The board meeting on 
October 2 was meant to include 
a vote on the proposal as well as 

a community comment section. 
However, the vote was tabled 
and rescheduled for the 6th of 
November - this past Monday. 
      Supporters of the 
proposal have expressed their 
gratitude to the school board 
and framed it as a solution to a 
civil rights issue. Meanwhile, 
opponents of the policy argued on 
the gounds of privacy violations, 
concern for students’ safety, and 
lack of parent involvement. 
 As the argument 
continued, community members 
on both sides of the issue began 
to suspect political motivation. 
With WCS Board President Greg 
Talberg running for the position 
of 67th district state representative, 
the timing of the proposal led 
to accusations that this was an 
attempt to rally support to his 

campaign.
Here at Williamston 

High School, the debate over this 
issue has highlighted a struggle 
between ways of thinking. Many 
students are afraid to express their 
feelings on the issue since it is so 
controversial.
 With the vote decided, 
the struggle to approve the policy 
is over. As school board members 
voted and the policy was 
approved, citizens opposing the 
policy voiced their disapproval. 
Many said “recall!” or threatened 
to remove their students from 
the school district. It can be 
guaranteed that the passing of this 
proposal will not mark the end of 
the argument.

Check the Opinions Page 
to hear statements about this topic 
from WHS students!

 Oliver Weaver (‘18) won the Division 4 Boys First Singles State Championship in 2016 as a junior. It was the second ever boy’s state tennis 
championship for WHS. Returning as a senior, Weaver led his team to a league championship, but struggled through injury for most of the year. Still, even 
though the Hornets moved up to Division 3, he managed to win his way to the state semifinals. Here is his story:

Weaver hitting a forehand. Photo courtesy of Lansing State Journal. 

Nicole Ellefson-Frank, community member and parent of a transgender Williamston 
alumnus, thanks the board for passing the policy. 

Volume 2
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“With respect to all 
bathrooms, locker rooms 

or changing facilities, 
students shall have 

access to facilities that 
correspond to their 
gender identity.”


